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McCoy Floor Covering Introduces ARZU STUDIO HOPE 

Custom-Woven Rugs Made by Afghan Women to the Houston Community 



HOUSTON, Texas (May 4, 2010) – McCoy Floor Covering, a division of McCoy Inc. (www.mccoyinc.com), is announcing an exclusive partnership with ARZU STUDIO HOPE to offer unique and socially conscious hand-knotted  rugs from Afghanistan to its customers in the Houston market.  

McCoy is hosting a private reception tonight in Houston for interior designers, facilities managers, architects and the media with a special appearance by ARZU STUDIO HOPE Founder and CEO Connie K. Duckworth.  The event also will enable guests to preview several rugs hand-knotted by Afghan women artisans.  

McCoy is the exclusive Steelcase office furnishings dealer in the Houston area.  Established in 1992, McCoy Floor Covering provides top quality commercial floor covering products and services to the Houston and Dallas business community.  McCoy Floor Covering represents over 30 top commercial manufacturers including Interface, Mohawk Group, Tandus, Milliken and Shaw. 

ARZU, which means “hope” in Dari, is an innovative model of social entrepreneurship that helps Afghan women weavers and their family members to break the cycle of poverty by providing them steady income and access to education and healthcare by sourcing and selling the rugs they weave.  A 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization in the U.S. and a non-governmental organization in Afghanistan, ARZU allocates 93 percent of total revenues to directly support ARZU’s mission providing improved living conditions and sustainable community development in rural Afghanistan.

“We at McCoy are extremely proud to bring these high quality handcrafted rugs to Houston,” commented Phil Kellen, president of McCoy Floor Covering.  “These rugs are incredible works of craftsmanship that provide McCoy and our customers an opportunity to contribute to the wellbeing of the Afghan people in a meaningful way.” 

Customers will have the opportunity to order ARZU rugs directly from McCoy Floor Covering representatives. Prices will vary based on size, knot-count, and pattern.  Prices for rugs range from $500 to $20,000 or more.
“ARZU STUDIO HOPE is committed to empowering the women of Afghanistan, and we are thankful to partner with McCoy to bring our story and our one-of-a-kind rugs to the Houston community,” says ARZU STUDIO HOPE Founder and CEO Connie K. Duckworth.

“McCoy has a long-standing commitment to environmental and social responsibility programs.  In addition to supporting organizations such as ARZU STUDIO HOPE, our floor covering division currently recycles carpet and carpet tiles that have been removed  -- as well as other installation materials,” noted Stan Bunting, president and chief executive officer of McCoy, Inc. “We also maintain an inventory of used floor covering that is in good condition, which can then be donated to non-profit organizations or used in emergency situations.”


The main office of McCoy Floor Covering is located in Houston at 6869 Old Katy Road.

The ARZU STUDIO HOPE Story

In 2003, Duckworth retired from her career as a successful private sector financier to embark on a new journey of global investment — an investment in hope for women. The previous year,  Duckworth was asked to join the U.S.-Afghan Women’s Council, a bi-partisan commission formed to ensure Afghan women a voice in post-Taliban Afghanistan.  In January 2003, Duckworth boarded a military cargo plane to the city of Kabul to see firsthand the hardships the women there faced.  She met dozens of desperate mothers living with their children in bombed out buildings with no windows, heat, furniture, sanitation, and little food or clean water. As a mother of four children, Duckworth was touched on a deeper level.  On the plane home, she outlined the vision for a non-profit business she would later name Arzu — inspired by the Dari word for “hope”.  It was designed as a 501(c)(3) with a new model of social entrepreneurship, one that would operate as a sustainable economic enterprise dedicated to empowering women through artisan-based employment.


ARZU addresses three interdependent needs:  consistent and improved employment, access to education, and access to basic healthcare, with a particular focus on maternal and infant care. The approach strengthens women physically and builds self-confidence to enrich them emotionally. This forms a vital foundation of support, which empowers women and builds healthy families, thriving communities and a more sound and secure country. 

For more information, please visit www.arzustudiohope.org.

